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I'm pleased to share with you this year’s newsletter
featuring the words of our majors, faculty, and alumni.
Beginning next year, the English major will be joining

History, Languages, Philosophy, and Political Science as
part of the newly established Culture, Society, and Justice
division. We're excited that this new organization will
capitalize on the English major’s interdisciplinary nature.

For now, we hope you’ll enjoy catching up with us!

More about this year’s
English Department events on
the next page!




Student Highlight: Tarryn Fredde, €25

Tarryn Fredde is a graduating senior planning to study at
the University of Illinois: Urbana-Champaign’s online MS
program in Library and Information Science, as well as a
similar online master’s program at MU, and attend the
University of Illinois in Fall 2025. The program is 40 credit
hours and usually completed in 2 years with a very flexible
course schedule that can be modeled based on student
interests. Tarryn says that being an English major has
shaped her thinking and her character in countless ways. It’s
made her a better writer, a better critical thinker, and a
better communicator. She feels closer to the person she’s

7 : supposed to be after studying as an English major,

and doesn’t thmk she would have gotten where she is today without what she learned
in her classes.

Retiring Faculty Highlight: Dr. Mark Walters

Dr. Walters has been teaching at Jewell since 1991. He has
been involved in numerous projects and responsibilities,
such as developing and teaching tutorials as Coordinator
of the Oxbridge Program for 28 years, serving as Chair of
the English Department from 2009-2022, and serving on
the committee that designed CTI 100. He has genuinely
enjoyed the ongoing intellectual exercise of being part of
the academic community, especially the freedom to
explore ideas through ongoing research, practice, and
conversation with very smart students and colleagues.
One important thing Dr. Walters learned over his time
here in the value and practice of self-awareness and
genuine humility, which he believes are fundamental to learning and living a decent life.
Nothing was simply academic for him; it all mattered. It still does. He wants to thank
everyone with whom he’s worked, and especially his students, who have been
extraordinarily smart and open and insightful and kind, and made his job never seem

like one. Department Events:

Students visited Everglades Farm with three Jewell alums in creative professions for an
afternoon of wandering, exploring, and creating pieces! During the Q & A
session, students were able to question the creatives about their
careers and art processes. Abby Bland (she/they), award-winning
Kansas City writer and performer, is an English alum who
participated in this event. Her one-person spoken word show
Godzilla’s Not A Dinosaur took home “Best of Venue” at the 2023
KC Fringe and she was awarded Best Poet in KC via The Pitch in
20238. She’s on Instagram @applestoabby and you can read more of
her work at abbyblandpoetry.com. At the Everglades event, Abby

created a Godzilla poem. I I I



http://abbyblandpoetry.com/
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“My favorite thing about the English

Achievements major is all the ambiguity in the
material we analyze; I love the
Allison Hillman, Senior English and never-ending, the unknown, the no-

perfect answer.”
Simone Collins, ‘26

Secondary Education major, was a
finalist for the Faculty Award, Jewell’s
most prestigious student honor.

Naomi Speck, Sophomore OXE major,
presented “Connecting the Dots: Music
as Storyline, Not Just Notes” at the 2025

Duke Colloquium. “Don't be afraid to try something new!

You might unlock some new skills or
discover a new love for writing.”
Tarryn Fredde, Senior English major, Kariss Johnson, ‘27
presented “We Can No Longer Accept
Genocide as an Answer to AIDS: ACT UP and the History of AIDS Activism in

e Kansas City, Missouri” at the 2025 Duke Colloquium.

W Alum Highlights:




Inscape, Jewell’s
student arts [
magazine, is INS GAI;EE
sponsored by the [ ‘gﬁt‘;ﬁﬂ
English i
Department. Each Eah
year, its web and
print issues
feature creative
writing and art by
students from
across campus.

This year, under the leadership of Chief
Editor, Baylee Sidden, and Managing
Editor, Allison Hillman, Inscape
organized its 8" annual release open mic
event. Check out the 2024-2025 edition of

Inscape at www.wjcinscape.com.

Student Book Recommendations
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This issue of “The Exact Right Word” was written and designed by Naomi Speck (‘27), a current English major at William Jewell College.



http://www.wjcinscape.com/

